VIII.

THE   ABKHASIAN   INSURRECTION.

' Like doth, quit like, and measure still for measure.'
(PUBLISHED  IN  THE  <CORNHILL,'   SEPTEMBER,   1867.)

NOTICE.

THE events recorded in this Essay had some degree of publicity at
the time, and were considerably distorted and misrepresented in
European periodicals. Circumstances rendered me, shortly after, a
resident in Abkhasia itself, and thus gave me special facilities for in-
vestigation of what had happened. In the facts here narrated, we
have a fair sample of one of those many outpost struggles, in which
Christian Russia has been pitted against semi-barbarous Caucasian
Islam; the ultimate result has been much the same in every instance.
It may interest the reader to know, that in the following year between
twenty and thirty thousand of the Mahometan remnant in the "West
Caucasus provinces emigrated into Turkey, and" settled there, thus
making the loss of Russia the gain of her neighbour.

' So'ouK-Soo/ or * Cool Waters/ is one of the love-
liest spots in the lovely province of Abkhasia. Lying
only a few miles inland from the eastern Black Sea
shore, and on the first rise of the wooded Caucasus, a
day's ride north of the town and harbour of Soukhoum-
Kale, it was from old times a favourite summer residence
of the chiefs of Abkhasia ; their winter was more often